
Note the visual 
differences based on the 
variations in structure. 
Shows how different 

organizations of similar 
material using 

conjunctions and 
relators can lead to very 

different structures of 
the information.

🤔

 indicates some doubt/
hesitation/low-

confidence
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The boy spoke to the 
teacher. He was 

frightened. The teacher 
was angry. The boy 

spoke softly. He wanted 
to appease the teacher. 

The boy wanted a higher 
grade. The teacher 

refused. The teacher is 
cruel. Maybe he is trying 

to be fair.
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the present continuous)

to be fair (infinitive phrase 
serving as some kind of 
completer) 

🤔
maybe (adverb modifying whole 
sentence I think) 

No Organization

a mass of concretes!

The boy spoke to the 
teacher. He was 

frightened, and the 
teacher was angry. The 
boy spoke softly, for he 
wanted to appease the 

teacher. The boy wanted 
a higher grade, but the 
teacher refused. The 
teacher is cruel, or 

maybe he is trying to be 
fair.

spoke

boy

the

to

teacher

the

and

was

he frightened

was

teacher

the

angry

for

spoke

boy

the

softly

wanted

he to appease

teacher

the

but

wanted

boy

the

grade

a higher

refused

teacher

the

or

is

teacher

the

cruel

is 

he trying (participle used to form 
the present continuous)

to be (infinitive phrase serving 
as some kind of completer) 

🤔

fair 

maybe (adverb modifying whole 
sentence I think)

Some Organization

Although the teacher 
was angry and the boy 

frightened, the boy 
spoke to the teacher. 

Speaking softly, so that 
he might appease the 

teacher, he asked for a 
higher grade. But the 
teacher, who is either 

cruel or trying to be fair, 
refused.
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 (unsure about placement 
here) (see American Heritage 4 
summary at top of entry: 
But can be used in the following 
ways: [...]
As a way of starting a new 
sentence and connecting it to 
the previous sentence:
It was in Cairo that he met 
Nadia. But thatʼs another 
story.)
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Nesting

Another example of 
nesting

When they spoke, the 
teacher was angry and 
the boy was frightened. 
By speaking softly as he 
asked for a higher grade, 
the boy tried to appease 

the teacher. But the 
teacher, who refused the 

request, is cruel.
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