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Religious traditions oppose it

Wages of sin is death Heaven is better than earth Suffering is a virtue It’s playing God

It’ll cause economic problems

Increase wealth inequality

Between rich and poor individuals Between rich and poor countries Only the rich may be able to afford the 
technology

Increase unemployment

Eliminate lots of healthcare and retirement 
industry jobs

Increase the number of workers looking for 
jobs

Financial shocks

Bankrupt public and private retirement 
programs and offerings (pensions, annuities)

Windfall to life insurers Large change to time preferences cause 
interest rate shocks

It’ll require government funding and increase 
the deficit

It’ll never work

Existing organizations working on medical 
anti-aging research are mismanaged and 
incompetent

2nd law of thermodynamics Fountian of youth is always a scam Way too complex/hard

Cosmic rays inevitably damage cells Our genes are designed to make us die Medical problems will accumulate 
exponentially while our ability to solve them 
will only grow linearly

Actions to reverse aging will cause cancer

Cancer is incurable

Medical approaches can’t fully address brain 
aging

At best, anti-aging will result in something that 
ceases to be ‘you’

It’ll cause social problems

Problems with social progress

More old people interferes with social 
dynamism, new ideas, paradigm shifts

Increases risk aversion (more to lose from 
accidents)

Problems with individual expectations

Screws up retirement expectations and plans Puts pressure on those who don’t want to 
extend their lives

Magnifies consequences of early decisions 
people made not expecting to live very long

People will get bored and not know what to 
do

The certainty of death gives life meaning

Problems with social institutions

Suicide criminalization and medicalization Causes envy leading to unrest / riots if it’s not 
widely available and cheap / free

Demands to nationalize the technology

Crime sentences

Life sentences become much longer Finite time sentences become less significant

It’ll be bad for the environment

Overpopulation

Resource exhaustion Human footprint

Impetus for human contamination of space Against the natural order / cycle of life

There are better things to do first

Help poor / suffering people Cure individual diseases Space travel / colonization Education

Philosophy

Other anti-aging approaches

Cryonics Brain uploading

Overcome conspiracies

Age-reversing technology already exists but 
government / elite / cabal are suppressing it

The elite will never let it succeed or will keep it 
for themselves and suppress it for everyone 
else


