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What is a BoI?

It’s somewhere that infinite 
progress can start.

Even if you were 100% certain to 
die of aging by age 100, you should 
approximately live your life as a BoI.

Do activities that make progress 
and avoid ways of getting stuck. 
Better to be on a path of progress 
than one that dead ends after 200 
years, even if you die at 100. 
Working towards dead ends is bad.

Goals

All life is problem solving

Problems are goals

Goals can be unbounded/infinite/
unlimited or bounded/finite/limited. 
Both are good and important.

Bounded goals

Good: You can complete them.

Completion or end points are 
needed for evaluating success or 
failure. That’s necessary for error 
correction. You need feedback on 
what’s working and whether to 
make changes.

Bad: Parochial. They miss out on so 
much of life.

Solution: An infinite series of 
bounded goals. This allows 
success and project completion 
while also being a BoI.

Unbounded goals

Good: Doesn’t waste any of the 
infinite potential of life.

Bad: Harder to think about or 
pursue. Lack of progress 
milestones. Never finish. Hard to 
know if you’re on the right track.

Solution: Have some unbounded 
goals. Choose bounded goals for 
projects. How do you pick which 
bounded projects to do? Do 
projects which work towards 
unbounded goals. Unbounded 
goals guide choices for bounded 
goals.

Bounds

Bounds stop you from living and 
doing.

Bounds have reasons, e.g. to 
protect from a danger.

Bounds can be rational and useful 
or irrational and counter-productive.

Finite bounds are OK. There are 
infinitely many ways to accomplish 
all the really important, interesting, 
general purpose goals. If bounds 
block you from 500 different 
solutions, there are plenty of other 
solutions.

Finite bounds prevent certain 
methods of accomplishing a goal. 
You can achieve the goal, just don’t 
do X or Y to get it. E.g. don’t say 
“fuck” or go naked in public.

Infinite bounds ruin lives. There are 
no workarounds, no other ways to 
solve your problems. Infinite 
bounds block all ways of making 
progress in some areas.

Infinite bounds generally outlaw 
goals not methods. You can’t 
achieve Z. The means doesn’t 
matter, the goal itself is off limits. 
So there are not workarounds. E.g. 
“Life extension is 
forbidden.” (Whereas if they merely 
banned using certain plants or 
molecules, testing on animals, 
cryonics, and developing AGI, you 
could still find some way to achieve 
life extension anyway.)

Infinite bounds can also come from 
outlawing very general purpose 
methods, e.g. “no learning”, “no 
researching” or “no practicing”.

Project Queue

Never empty. Default project is “find 
another project”.

Add projects to the queue at 
roughly the rate you complete 
projects. Don’t flood it with extras.

Queue needs some projects as a 
buffer against variance in adding 
projects. You might add 5 projects 
one month and 0 another month.

Don’t add more projects than is 
appropriate for a buffer. Projects 
should mostly be added as you go 
along in life. Don’t add a million 
early. You won’t ever do them 
because you’ll also add more later. 
A big queue is clutter that makes 
prioritizing harder.

You can have an ideas list (wishlist) 
which is not part of your project 
queue. You know you aren’t 
seriously planning to do those 
projects. They aren’t in your queue 
to actually be completed but you 
don’t have to actually forget all the 
projects you don’t do, and you can 
review the wishlist for ideas. It’s like 
on Amazon having something in 
your shopping cart vs. on your 
wishlist.

The good life

Make unbounded progress by 
completing an unlimited series of 
bounded goals which help work 
towards some infinite goals.

Conversations as BoIs

Pursuing bounded conversational 
goals, while also having some 
shared infinite goals like to learn 
~everything, leads to adding more 
conversations to the conversation 
queue.

Adding more conversations to the 
queue makes conversation in 
general into a BoI even if the 
individual conversations finish. The 
overall project is a series of 
conversations which is unbounded.

People usually expect 
conversations to be short and 
unimportant. When an infinity-type 
person talks with a parochial 
person, the different approaches 
can lead to conflict.

Bounded and unbounded criticism

People put major boundaries on 
what ideas they will reconsider. This 
makes gets them stuck with a finite, 
parochial life.

This doesn’t just ruin their potential 
if they lived a billion years. No 
doubt they’d eventually change 
their mind anyway. It ruins their life 
right now.

Putting bounds on criticism you’ll 
think about puts you in conflict with 
reason itself, so it alienates you 
from rational philosophy today.

Reason is, among other things, our 
general purpose knowledge about 
how to learn, choose projects and 
goals, complete projects 
successfully, and deal with errors/
problems. Reason makes a huge 
difference right now.

Reason is about progress and 
infinite bounds are about blocking 
progress. Reason is happy to find 
ways around finite bounds. But 
reason tends to find and push 
against infinite bounds because 
there’s no alternative: break the 
bound or give up on progress.

So people have to choose: keep 
reason within bounds or break their 
bounds. Infinity or not? 99.999% 
choose parochialism.

Objectivism says most men don’t 
want to think or live. But they 
appear to. What they want are 
bounded thoughts and a bounded 
life. Life within a box.

Any finite number is much closer to 
zero than to infinity. A finite life 
rounds to zero, not to infinity. It’s 
nothing like a proper human life. It’s 
giving up infinite potential. It’s not a 
BoI; Objectivism was basically right.
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