
roughly, the magenta boxes are 
reasons to not contribute, the 

blue boxes are reasons to 
contribute and the purple boxes 

are neutral.

whether or not to continue 
contributing money to FI

if  I stop donating, maybe people 
will be mad at me.

maybe they’ll be mean to me.

I don’t think they’d be mean to 
me if  I stopped donating.

that’s a bad reason to keep 
donating.

that’s a bad reason to keep 
donating.

I have big doubts about the 
social values and the social stuff  
that goes on here. these doubts 
are not new. what’s new is that 
I’ve more consciously 
recognized them.

people might think I agree with 
those values if  they see I’m a 
contributor.

people should judge me by what I 
actually say.

I could ask curi to keep my 
donations anonymous.

I could ask more about that stuff  
to try to understand it better

social dynamics are 
complicated. I’ll probably 
continue to have big doubts for a 
while.

I have gotten value here. it’s right 
to pay something for that value.

it’s hard to tell how much of  that 
value I’d have gotten from just 
reading and not participating, 
but not as much.

I never was comfortable giving 
this much money to FI but I did it 
anyway.

I could continue donating on a 
regular schedule but lower the 
amount, or continue donating but 
not on a regular schedule.

Elliot prefers that people commit 
to a regular donation schedule.

I prefer not to feel locked in.

I don’t like having to remember 
to pay every month. once or 
twice a year would be easier for 
me.

this wouldn’t change the other 
branches of  this tree.

I started donating to FI for 
second-handed reasons. I didn’t 
consciously realize that at the 
time but I do now.

I wanted to look like a good FI 
person.

no way to know if  that worked. 
my best guess is it had no effect.

I wanted to be part of  the “in” 
crowd.

that didn’t happen.

I thought people would answer 
my posts more.

if  people aren’t interested 
enough in my posts to answer 
them without knowing I’m a 
contributor, I want to know that. hard to tell if  this happened.

if  I contribute less or zero money 
and I am unhappy with the 
amount of  post answers I’m 
getting, I can start contributing 
more money again.

I thought people would be nicer 
to me.

I don’t think there’s been any 
change in how nice people are to 
me.

I wanted to appear to be a 
reasonable person.

I don’t understand FI well 
enough to know if  it’s good 
enough to donate to.
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