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Orange is original 
paragraph. Blue is nodes 

from the paragraph. Green 
nodes are my explanations 

of connections.

People believe the world is 
complex, so there must be many 
limiting factors to get 
overwhelmed by. But most of the 
world is simple: for most issues, 
there’s one main constraint (like 
a chain only has one weakest 
link).

People believe the world is 
complex

which leads to the additional 
idea

so there must be many limiting 
factors to get overwhelmed by

which contrasts with the claim:

But most of the world is simple

what does the world being 
simple mean?

for most issues, there’s one 
main constraint

here’s an example/comparison 
to help understand what that 
means and why it may be true:

(like a chain only has one 
weakest link).

This tree is by Anne B
July 2020

3. People believe the world is 
complex, so there must be many 

limiting factors to get 
overwhelmed by. But most of the 
world is simple: for most issues, 
there’s one main constraint (like 
a chain only has one weakest 

link).

most of the world is simple

people believe the world is 
complex.

for most issues, there’s one 
main constraint

people believe there must be 
many limiting factors

people get overwhelmed

contrasting statements

roughly equivalent statements

roughly equivalent
statements

gives a consequence

contrasting statements
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